SOUTHEASTERN
| GRASSLANDS
M INSTITUTE

The
GRASSLAND
Quarterly

Sa:.-fng the Fargaﬂen Grasslands qf the Southeast

Spring News 2026

Welcome to SGI's Quarterly Newsletter. We invite you to explore how we’re working together to protect the
Southeast’s disappearing grasslands.

Program Updates

Conservation in the Community
Upcoming Events:

- Monthly - join SGI at the APSU Native Plant garden on select
Fridays from 8:00 to 10:00AM in Clarksville.

4 Guided Botany Hike at Guthrie Prairie - Wednesday, May 27th
from 5:30PM to 7:30PM.

Click here to see our events calendar with upcoming
community engagement events across the region!

Traditional Management and Federal Advocacy

. SGI's Tribal Program has been revamped to the Indigenous Land
| Stewardship Program. From trialing traditional drip torch methods
to attending national Native seed conferences, our ILS
w Coordinators have been busy. SGI's Katie Smith-Easter spent

& time in Washington D.C. this spring advocating for investment in

Wi T y

Indigenous conservation program support.

Indigenous
g
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Read more about Katie's trip here.
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Native Plant Materials in 2026

Scouting has begun in earnest this season, with focus on the
Southwestern Appalachians, Ridge & Valley, and Interior Plateau
Ecoregions of Tennessee and North Alabama. Seeds of Success
remains a primary objective in our conservation collection efforts;
however, this season, we are branching out to include more SGI
focused collections. These seeds will go into storage and be used
for restoration, reconstruction, production and cultural projects for
SGI and partners.

ant Materials

Want to contribute to the Native Plants Materials Program? We
are in need of paper bags for collection and nursery pots in good
shape. 3-7 gallon shrub and tree pots are ideal! You can drop off
bags and pots at the bottom level of 311 College Street,
Clarksville, TN 37040.

Cumberland Plateau Grasslands Status Assessment &
Conservation Plan

SGl's field research teams have hired technicians and begun
vegetation plot sampling in remnant grasslands across the region
as part of SGI's Grasslandia project.

We have also started inventory work in two National Park Service
units in Tennessee and Mississppi: grassland inventory and
assessments for the Natchez Trace Parkway and ecological and
botanical inventories of several tracts at Shiloh National Military
Park.

SGl is pleased to announce the publication of a Comprehensive
Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for the Grasslands,
Savannas, and other Open Ecosystems of the Cumberland
Plateau. Scroll down to learn more about the report.

Check out the full scope of our Research program.

Restoration Program Updates

SGI has completed hitches in six National Parks as part of our
work to restore open canopy ecosystems across public lands for
the Eastern Grasslands Initiative.

Our team has begun work across middle Tennessee to restore

; GraSSIand Restoratio.h‘ P anchor sites of grasslands. Check out News Channel 5's coverage

of our middle Tennessee site at the Cornelia Fort Airpark at Shelby
Bottoms Park and Greenway.

News

SGI's work is gaining attention across the region and beyond. Learn how our team and partners are bringing
the story of southeastern grasslands to a wider audience through news features and media highlights.

Subscribe to our email list.


https://www.blm.gov/programs/native-plant-communities/native-plant-and-seed-material-development/collection/sos
https://www.segrasslands.org/technical-reports-ecosystem-guides
https://www.segrasslands.org/technical-reports-ecosystem-guides
https://www.segrasslands.org/technical-reports-ecosystem-guides
https://www.segrasslands.org/technical-reports-ecosystem-guides
https://www.segrasslands.org/grasslands-research-program-about
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/eastern-grasslands-initiative.htm
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/austin-peay-institute-secures-10m-grant-to-restore-middle-tennessees-lost-grasslands
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a

Cumberland Plateau Ecozones of the

Cumberland Plateau

Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for Grasslands,
Savannas, and other Open Ecosystems

NN TV SGl is grateful to NFWF for
QNF\‘\’F support of this project

The Cumberland Plateau Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for
Grasslands, Savannas, and other Open Ecosystems is now LIVE!

SGl is pleased to announce the publication of a Comprehensive Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for the
Grasslands, Savannas, and other Open Ecosystems of the Cumberland Plateau. Funded by the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, this publication and associated tools inform conservation areas of priority for grassland
ecosystems across the Cumberland Plateau. The report also includes a web based interactive map for visualization
of assessed conservation areas on the Plateau.

Click here to see the full report
Click here to view the ArcGIS Strategy Assessment Map Viewer of the Cumberland Plateau

Click here to see the factsheet produced on the report findings

Scientific Publications and Reports

1) Cumberland Plateau Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for Grasslands,
:E Savannas, and other Open Ecosystems. Report for the National Fish and Wildlife
| Foundation.

2) Fire History and Tree Invasion in an Ozark Glade, Barrens, and Woodland
Complex. Scientific article in the journal Fire Ecology, co-authored by SGI's Chief
Conservation Officer Theo Witsell.

SGI in the 1)Austin Peay institute secures $10M grant to restore Middle Tennessee's lost
News grasslands. by Patsy Montesinos, News Channel 5 Nashville.

2) Grasslands are vulnerable in the Appalachians. New research shows a path for
conservation, Caroline Eggers, WPLN News Nashville.

3) Clarksville organization working_to stop the loss of southern grasslands. by Will

Subscribe to our email list.


https://www.segrasslands.org/technical-reports-ecosystem-guides
https://www.segrasslands.org/technical-reports-ecosystem-guides
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VHi8Idmg6sGvoSN9w_YIelie_anO_xSV/view?usp=sharing
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f5ee865bce0e4d44a8d08262f208de07
https://new.express.adobe.com/publishedV2/urn:aaid:sc:US:1ff4b30d-47e8-49c6-a7ae-5a9fd16ccab6?promoid=Y69SGM5H&mv=other
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VHi8Idmg6sGvoSN9w_YIelie_anO_xSV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VHi8Idmg6sGvoSN9w_YIelie_anO_xSV/view?usp=sharing
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s42408-026-00458-8
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s42408-026-00458-8
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/austin-peay-institute-secures-10m-grant-to-restore-middle-tennessees-lost-grasslands
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/austin-peay-institute-secures-10m-grant-to-restore-middle-tennessees-lost-grasslands
https://wpln.org/post/grasslands-are-vulnerable-in-the-appalachians-new-research-shows-a-path-for-conservation/
https://wpln.org/post/grasslands-are-vulnerable-in-the-appalachians-new-research-shows-a-path-for-conservation/
https://www.wkms.org/regional-news/2026-03-23/clarksville-organization-working-to-stop-the-loss-of-southern-grasslands
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2031065/1971796/?v=a

4) Alabama lost 90% of its grasslands. Now researchers have $800,000 to bring
them back. by Margaret Kates, AL.com.

I:I 5) The race to restore Alabama's grasslands. by Holly Swafford, SoulGrown.com.

=0

SGI Blog
1) SGI Partner Spotlight: Roundstone Native Seed

2) Tribal Fly In - Indigenous Advocacy for Grassland Conservation

Partner Spotlight

SGl is a proud partner with Roundstone Native Seed, LLC, a
farm growing native plants and providing essential native seed
resources to the Southeast. Roundstone is an important part
of the SGI origin story, and still works closely with our
programs today. Click the button below and read our blog to
learn more about Roundstone's story and get inspired by what
hard work can accomplish!

Roundstone Native Seed — Growing a Legacy of

Native Grasslands

Image of the logo of Roundstone Seed LLC
made entirely of seeds and plant materials.

Find Us in the Community
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SGI's upcoming Volunteer events and workdays are always posted here
segrasslands.volunteerhub.com

Volunteer Calendar

Event Calendar

Explore our Events Calendar to see upcoming events across our focal region, from community programs and
field days to talks and presentations led by SGI experts. Join us to connect, learn, and celebrate the beauty
and importance of the Southeast’s grasslands.

Events
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Dwayne Estes, Ph.D.
Southeastern Grasslands Institute

Jeremy French,
Southeastern Grasslands Institute

Elizabeth "Betsey” Beughton, Ph.D.
Archbold Biological station

1an Thompson, Ph.D.
choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

Chris Heltzer
The Nature Conservancy Nebraska
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EASTERN NATIVE GRASSLANDS

Call for Presentations!
Deadline to submit presentations:
June 5, 2026

Session Tracks:

« Wildlife & Conservation

« Regenerative Agriculture ¥ 0y
« Landscape Architecture sn‘u@l‘g‘!{'.!ﬂ

. GRASSLANDS
« Production INSTITUTE

Save the Date:
October 13-16, 2026
Bruce Convention Center Hopkinsville, KY

SGl is pleased to host the 14th Eastern Native Grasslands Symposium! Our Request for Presentations is now live on
the symposium website. Session tracks include wildlife & conservation, regenerative agriculture, landscape
architecture, and native plant production. The deadline for presentation submissions is June 5, 2026. \We hope to see

you in Kentucky October 13-16 at this year's symposium! Submit a presentation topic here.

Subscribe to our email list.
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SGI’s Biologists Allison Wilson and Jared Gorrell
attended the Association of Southeastern Biologists
Meeting this spring in Mobile, AL, where they
presented their work on SGI's Grasslandia project.
Our Grasslandia field research teams travel across
the interior Southeast to document the most intact
remnants of grassland community types in order to
improve community descriptions and compile
reference site data for broader restoration efforts
across the SGl focal region.

southeastern Grasslands Lecture

= i SGl's Executive Director Dwayne Estes and Chief

It —, Conservation Officer Theo Witsell gave a virtual talk to Lees-
McRae College natural and health science students. Joined
by Dr. Jennifer Geib, students watched the Emmy Award
winning documentary about SGI, The Prairie Preacher, and
learned about the importance of grassland ecosystems and
the biodiversity of the habitats of the southeastern U.S. Many
thanks to Dr. Shinkini Goswani, Dr. Cassie Thompson, and
Ms. Anna Bigler for hosting this event!

Y

Lecture
hosted by
Lees-McRae
College
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POT DRIVE

We Want Your Pots!

Sl OENEW B SGI Wants Them Al
10 Or smal

Please consider donating any garden
pots destined for the landfill this spring

- Our main focus this season will be on shrub and tree pots -

Any contribution will be greatly
appreciated and help us kickstart
Native Plant Production!

Drop off point located on the bottom level
of 311 College Street Clarksville, TN 37040

Follow Us on Social Media
fXo )Xo

Support SGI

Dry Shortleaf Pine—Oak Savanna\Woodland, showing recently restored high-quality examples or remnant sites. Savanna
landscape. Bridaestone-Firestone Prescribed Fire Demonstration Area (BFPFDA). White Co.. TN. Photo bv Dwavne Estes.
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There are many ways to help SGI protect and restore the Southeast’s native grasslands. From
volunteering your time to providing in-kind support or making a donation, every contribution makes a
difference. Thank you for being part of this growing movement and for joining us on the journey to
restore the region’s grasslands. Please contact Chris Oberholster at
chris.oberholster@segrasslands.org with questions about supporting SGI.

Team Updates

Mason Tomlinson - Seasonal Blake Moss - Restoration Ethan Shepherd - Restoration
Restoration Technician Mason Technician Blake joins SGl as a Technician Ethan joins SGl as a
joins SGI as a seasonal restoration restoration technician for our restoration technician for our
technician for our America’s America’s Ecosystem Restoration America’s Ecosystem Restoration
Ecosystem Restoration Initiative Initiative (AERI) project in Middle Initiative (AERI) project in Middle
(AERI) project in Middle Tennessee. Tennessee. Tennessee.

Cody Gallivan- Seasonal Virginia Betbeze - Grassland Sarah Majewski - Restoration
Restoration Technician Cody joins Monitoring Technician Virginia Technician Sarah joins SGl as a
SGl as a seasonal restoration joins SGI as a Grassland Monitoring restoration technician for our
technician for our America’s Technician out of our Arkansas National Park Service project across
Ecosystem Restoration Initiative office. the Eastern United States.

(AERI) project in Middle Tennessee.

Our team is growing across our focal region.
Check out our current open positions!

Dakota Parish - Grassland
Monitoring Technician Dakota SGI Job Board
joins SGI as a Grassland Monitoring

Technician out of our Clarksville
office.
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The Southeastern Grasslands Institute is a grasslands-focused research, conservation,
and education branch of the college of STEM at Austin Peay State University.
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