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Motorcycle Ohio Course Registration Opens January 23

COLUMBUS — Ohioans who wish to learn what it takes to ride a motorcycle safely and
responsibly can sign-up for rider courses online beginning Monday, Jan. 23. Training courses
through Motorcycle Ohio begin as early as March and run through early November. The state
has over 600,000 endorsed riders, making Ohio one of the largest states for total ridership.
Education and public awareness are keys to making our roadways safer for all motorists.

« Since 2017, there have been 1,074 fatal crashes involving motorcycles in Ohio.
+ In 56% of those crashes, the rider was at-fault.
« An unendorsed rider was involved in 45% of those crashes.

The Motorcycle Ohio program, offered by the Ohio Department of Public Safety, provides
different levels of motorcycle safety courses for riders based on their skill levels and
objectives. Funded by motorcycle plate fees and class registrations, Motorcycle Ohio strives to
provide affordable, effective education programs at just $50 per course that includes the cost
of student workbooks. Students must have a validated motorcycle temporary permit before the
first riding session. Upon successful completion of any course, the student will earn a 60-day
Bureau of Motor Vehicles skill test waiver for a motorcycle license or endorsement.

The types of courses include:

« Basic Rider Skills (BRS): recommended for novice riders. During this 16-hour course,
students will participate in four hours of classroom, and 12 hours of on-cycle training
covering topics such as cornering, braking, swerving, and traffic interaction. No
experience is required, and Motorcycle Ohio provides the motorcycles and helmets.

« Returning Riders (BRS-RR): recommended for intermediate riders. This eight-hour
course is designed for riders 18 and older who have been riding with a two-wheel
temporary permit for more than one year, or a two-wheeled experienced rider returning
after an extended time away. Students will participate in two hours of classroom
instruction, take an on-cycle evaluation to assess their skill level, and then complete six
hours of on-cycle training.

« Basic Rider Skills 2 (BRS-2): recommended for riders looking for a refresher course or
to bond with a new motorcycle. During this seven-hour course, students will participate
in on-cycle training without a formal classroom setting while using their own street legal
two-wheeled motorcycle.

Motorcycle Ohio courses are being taught at 36 training sites around Ohio. To find out more
about how to prepare for a course and enroll, please visit motorcycle.ohio.gov.

For additional information, contact:

Judy Converse, Public Information Officer, Ohio Traffic Safety Office
(614) 644-6052 jlconverse@dps.ohio.qov

David A. Varwig, CSP-retired for the Safety Council of Northwest Ohio — SCNWO
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National Roadway Safety Strategy

The United States Department of Transportation National Roadway Safety Strategy (NRSS)
outlines the Department’s comprehensive approach to significantly reducing serious injuries
and deaths on our Nation’s highways, roads, and streets. This is the first step in working
toward an ambitious fong-term goal of reaching zero roadway fatalities.

U.S. DOT has adopted a “Safe System Approach” as its guiding paradigm
for addressing roadway safety.

« Embraced by the transportation community as an effective way to address and
mitigate the risks inherent in our enormous and complex transportation system.

+ Works by building and reinforcing multiple layers of protection to both prevent
crashes from happening in the first place and minimize the harm caused to those
involved when crashes do occur.

« Holistic and comprehensive approach that provides a guiding framework to make
places safer for people.

« A shift from a conventional safety approach because it focuses on both human
mistakes AND human vulnerability and designs a system with many redundancies in
place to protect everyone.

Working towards a future with zero roadway fatalities and serious injuries this approach
focuses on infrastructure, human behavior, responsible oversight of the vehicle and
transportation industry, and emergency response.

Here is a visual representation of the Principles involved in the Safe System Approach:

Check out OSHA's Quick Takes here!
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Find the most recent BWC Safety Update here!
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