UPDATES
Virtual SPC Advance
SPC Advance is the fall member event from
the Sustainable Packaging Coalition centered
around Sustainable Resilience in a Time of
Change taking place virtually on September
29 - 30, 2020. You can check out the program
on our website. For more information on our
fall event and on how to become a member of
the SPC please
contact spcinfo@greenblue.org.

Advancing the Use of Recycled Materials
There is a need to double mechanical recycling capacity globally, and to significantly increase
chemical recycling solutions that offer plastic-to-plastic conversion. The Recycled Material
Standard (RMS) will play a critical role in advancing the use of recycled materials.

Updated Resource for Multi-Material Flexible Packaging
The Sustainable Packaging Coalition’s Multi-Material Flexible Recovery (MMFR) Collaborative
has a new and improved website summarizing their findings on recovery solutions for multimaterial flexible packaging, with feedstock recycling identified as a key innovation.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
How2Recycle Releases REPORT:
The Future of Store Drop-Off
Recyclability
How2Recycle has completed an in-depth
study on Store Drop-Off recyclability and is
pleased to share the results for the benefit of
the general public in this report. Read the full
report here.

Essentials of Life Cycle Assessment
NEW COURSE COMING SOON
The Essentials of Life Cycle Assessment, part
of the Essentials of Sustainable Packaging
online training program, introduces learners to
the fundamental knowledge needed to work
with life cycle assessments (LCA) for
packaging, as well as understanding and
interpreting results.

GREENBLUE IN THE NEWS
Reuse and Refill in a COVID World
SPC
"How CPGs, retailers, and foodservice businesses can make progress on reusable packaging
despite the pandemic."

Groups Look for ‘Unified Path’ to Boost Thermoform Recycling
Plastics Recycling Update
"The goal of the study, which is being conducted by Resource Recycling Systems (RRS), is to
better understand the PET thermoform packaging recycling stream and define the most costeffective and practical pathways for recovering it, the release states. The study is expected to be
completed this fall."

Compostable Overwrap for Tea Bags
Packaging World
"Each generation of materials becomes better than the one before, so innovation kind of
snowballs to the point where we find ourselves in a better position where bio-alternatives are
actually available."

Flexible Packaging Separation Pilot Deemed a Success, but End Markets
Unproven
Waste Dive
"Curbside collection of this emerging stream isn't expected to happen at scale near term, and
sustainable markets don't currently exist. But the Pennsylvania MRF that tested it reports clear
benefits."

3 Packages That Should be Compostable
Packaging Digest
"Instead of contaminating the recycling stream, it makes sense to divert food-soiled packages,
other food packaging that can’t be recycled, and wet fiber to the compost pile."

Landfill Bans: Favorable or Futile for Sustainable Waste Management of
Plastic?
SPC
"A landfill ban starts as a written clause, generally found within municipal solid waste statutes that
prohibits certain materials or items from being disposed of in a landfill and necessitating
alternative disposal or recycling options."

WHAT WE ARE READING
FreshFaces Podcast: Jacquie Gillon of Black Environmental Leaders
"On this edition of the FreshFaces podcast, we interview Gillon to learn more about her important
work to address environmental issues that disproportionately affect African Americans (and get
her recos for Cleveland's best-kept secrets for enjoying parks and greenspace!)."

Your Old Pizza Box Isn’t Actually Too Greasy to Recycle
Fast Company
"It turns out that nearly three quarters of U.S. residents have a recycling program that accepts
pizza boxes, and some grease and cheese stuck to the cardboard doesn’t affect the quality of the
recycled product."

Nikola Announces Order for 2,500 Battery-Electric Garbage Trucks
Green Car Reports
"The trucks will go to waste-disposal company Republic Services, in what Republic claims to be
the first large-scale commitment to fleet electrification in its industry."

COVID-19 Has Worsened the Ocean Plastic Pollution Problem
Scientific American
"A drastic increase in use of masks and gloves, plus a decline in recycling programs, is
threatening the health of the seas."

NEW SPC MEMBERS

EVENTS OF INTEREST
Circularity 20
August 25 - 27, 2020
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