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Challeging Times
John Curnutt
Assistant Director
When I was a rookie, I heard someone explain our job like this, “Often
it seems we aren’t paid for what we usually do, but more for what we
are willing to do.” Well, this year certainly has offered some
unprecedented times and it seems we are tested more than ever in
what we are willing to do or put up with. It is easy to be buried by the negative these days.
“Difficult roads often lead to beautiful destinations”. “No pressure, no diamonds”. Those are just
a few of the inspirational quotes I’ve read recently. There are some others about caterpillars and
butterflies, but you get the gist. It seems harder for us to be reassured by quotes like these
lately, but we must stay focused on what really matters. What each of us does for our
communities matters. Every hero or patriot we’ve ever read about and whose story we gained
inspiration from, that came during the hard times they experienced, not the easy times. And it
wasn’t what was happening to them that defined their courage, it’s how they chose to respond to
what was happening to them. And so it goes, we must inspire many with how we handle today’s
challenges.
Focus on what matters. Focus on what you can control as so many others obsess over things
they cannot control. Lift and keep each other up. Inspire others around you to do the same.

2020 ALERRT Integrated Response Conference
Will Be 100% Virtual
November 1 - November 3 | Live Broadcast from Grapevine, TX

ALERRTconference.org

RATES
Virtual Registration | $100
Registration includes:
Access to the secure virtual platform for one year
Live stream access during the event Nov 1st thru 3r
Networking capabilities with speakers, vendors and other attendee
Chat sessions
Q&A during the live stream
Year-long access to the video library that will contain content provided
during the live stream session as well as content from pre-recorded
sessions with an extensive list of speakers
Find full details at ALERRTconference.org.

A Special Thanks to our Gold Vendors

And to our Silver Vendors

Social Media Threat Assessment Training Opportunity
It is well known that many attackers leak information prior to carrying out an
active attack. One potential avenue of leakage is social media. Max
Schachter and Safer Schools Together are hosting a training opportunity on
September 17th to address social media threats and how to work through
them. There is a fee to join the training; however, we felt many of you may
find this information useful. You may also access the informational flyer and
register here.

My name is Max Schachter. My son Alex was one of
the 17 innocent victims murdered during the Parkland
school shooting on 2/14/18. Since that day, I have
made it my life’s mission to make schools safe and
prevent tragedies like the one in Parkland from ever
happening again.
Two months before the shooting, law enforcement
received a highly actionable Instagram tip that the
murderer was collecting guns and “this might be
Columbine in the making.” Unfortunately, the deputy did not properly follow up on the
tip because he was “not familiar with social media.” I believe that if he had received
adequate training, Alex would still be alive today.
In order to increase the level of knowledge in social media threat analysis I am
hosting a webinar by nationally recognized leader Safer Schools Together on 9/17.
By using the information taught in this upcoming webinar, investigators will be able
to form a more complete profile of the threat maker and increase the likelihood that
their efforts will get the individual off of their pathway to violence. I hope you are able
to join us.
For more information click HERE.

Sam Stock
Regional Manager
How long have you been with ALERRT? I
have been employed at ALERRT for three and a
half years, and I have been an adjunct instructor
with the program since 2006.
What does your day-to-day look like at
ALERRT? Since COVID-19 hit my days look
much different. My days consist of a LOT of
emails, phone calls with POCs, and Zoom
meetings. In between, I’ve been conducting
some curriculum development and working with
my fellow RMs on the ARES series.
What’s your favorite thing about working at
ALERRT? What I enjoy most about working at
ALERRT is the fulfillment I get when we receive a
“success story” from a student who attended our training and they successfully
implemented a facet of their training into a real-world situation. I am very proud to
work for this program and I know that our course content and message saves
lives.
What was your first job? My first job consisted of working in water and sewer
construction. I started off operating a shovel in a ditch and worked my way up to
backhoe operator. I don’t miss doing that in the 113-degree days in south Texas.
What’s one thing you couldn’t live without? My family. My wife and my boys
are my entire world.
If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? Healing
Powers – I would put an end to “Rona” so we can all get back to business.
What was the first or best concert you ever attended? The first concert I ever
went to was an Ozzy Osborne concert in San Antonio. But the best concerts I have
ever been to are one of the many KISS concerts I’ve attended.
What’s your biggest pet peeve? Laziness. It really burns me up to see someone
with so much potential who chooses to not put it to good use. Tardiness is a close
second.

Coby Briehn
Regional Manager
How long have you been with
ALERRT? 3 years as a RM, and 14
before that as a Master Instructor
What does your day-to-day look
like at ALERRT? Emails, phone
calls and dealing with POCs and
Instructors. Right now I'm writing the
Medical Advanced Skills manual and
after that will be reworking the
ERASE course.
What’s your favorite thing about working at ALERRT? Getting to train the first
responders and meet great people.
What is one thing you have yet to cross off your bucket list? Scuba dive in
Australia.
Favorite movie or TV Show? Aliens, and Yellowstone right now.
Do you have any hidden talents you can share with us? I used to be more
fluent in Sign Language.
If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? Buy my mom a
house closer to me.
Where is your favorite place to be in your free time? At my ranch working on
things…if 8 acres is a ranch, that is.

Fire As a Weapon Webinar Recording
ALERRT and the COPS office hosted a webinar on
Fire as a Weapon on September 3rd. We were lucky
to have Captain Cliff Woitena (League City PD),
Captain Sonny Santos (Honolulu PD), Battalion
Chief Craig Uchimura (Honolulu FD), and Battalion
Chief Alan Carvalho (Honolulu FD) discuss FAAW
events. The representatives from Hawaii discussed
the January 19, 2020 FAAW event in Honolulu, HI.
All four panelists then discussed lessons learned
and training implications for both law enforcement
and fire personnel.
In case your weren't able to view it live, the FAAW
webinar was recorded and has been sent out for closed captioning. Once complete, we will host it in the
ALERRT.org for those who have a valid account. Additionally, we will post all the questions and their
respective answers that we received during the event.
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Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS)
Department of Justice
The State of Texas

Request A
Class

FBI, Department of Justice
National Emergency Response and Recovery Training Center
Department of Homeland Security

Upcoming
Classes

Local Working Partners
City of San Marcos

Course Catalog

Hays County Sheriff’s Office
Texas School Safety Center
Texas Tactical Police
Officers Association

Download ADD
Flyer here:

Gary Job Corps Center,
San Marcos - Department
of Labor

In the aftermath of recent
active attacks, a record
number of Civilian
Response classes have
been held across the
nation. We have received
many calls for a flyer that
can be printed and
distributed to participants.

Professional Partners
ALERRTGear.com
Broaddus Defense
C3Pathways
KDL Solutions, LLC

Click here to

Salvo Security Group

download flyer.

IAFC/NFPA Metro Fire Chiefs
Committee for Tactical Emergency
Casualty Care (C-TECC)
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