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JCFA West Celebrates School Choice Week

Message from the Executive Director
This month is always one of my favorites to reflect on
school choice and the privilege of delivering education to
84,000 students in our state. National School Choice week
grants us the opportunity to celebrate and recognize our
work.
In Louisiana, we see more school choice, but the debate
continues over what works best and how to keep moving
forward. We are proud of the many school communities that
celebrate this important event. It is more critical than ever to
connect with the charter school movement and advocate on
behalf of your great work. This year, it was even cold
enough to wear our yellow scarves!

Feb. 13, 2019
Type 2 Meeting
with Supt. John
White
Baton Rouge

January proved that there are still people who would prefer
to tear down the educational opportunities for Louisiana
families. LAPCS was busy on multiple fronts defending
accountability, demanding sound policy and partnering with
our education champions. We have also kept a watchful
eye on our opponents and fought back to protect the great
work that each of you brings on a daily basis.

April 8 - June 6,
2019

As you'll see in the videos below, we are passionate about
giving parents as many options and choices related to
every child’s education as possible, but we are also an
organization that values and advocates for accountability;
including when some schools are not able to meet the
standard.

Legislative
Session
Baton Rouge

To help schools meet that standard, 2019 is starting with
lots of learning opportunities, and we introduce the
inaugural class of our Charter Board Leadership Academy.
It’s our goal to build strong leaders, strong boards, and
ultimately, strong schools.
Thanks for taking the time to stay connected and please let
us know if we can help you and your school community.
Regards,
Caroline Roemer
Executive Director

BIG NEWS: School Choice Week

Baton Rouge

New Orleans

Monroe

Louisiana hosts 731 School Choice
Week Events
School choice impacts families all across
Louisiana! We thank every school that
participated in National School Choice
Week to highlight all educational options
available to Louisiana families. There were
731 events hosted throughout the week across the state.
LAPCS hosted events in New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Monroe with our partners
Louisiana Federation for Children, Council for a Better Louisiana, Louisiana
Association of Business and Industry, Pelican Institute, and ACE Scholarships.
Caroline Roemer also participated in an event with Public School Options to highlight
how virtual schools provide parents with another quality option for education.

LAPCS COUNTERS CHARTER CRITICS

LAPCS Executive Director Caroline Roemer appears on the Louisiana Public
Broadcasting program, "Louisiana: The State We're In," to discuss charter school
growth, accountability, and school choice in the state.
Roemer responded to a report by the League of Women Voters of Louisiana that says
charter schools need more oversight. LAPCS pushed back saying the league review
was initiated by longtime critics of charter schools. "It was not unbiased," Roemer
said. "I think their process has been hijacked by a group of people who have an ax to
grind with charter schools." (Click the arrow above to watch.)
→ Read News Coverage

BATON ROUGE NEEDS CLEAR RENEWAL POLICY
The East Baton Rouge Parish School
Board recently renewed South Baton
Rouge Charter Academy for three years.
LAPCS followed the proceedings
closely and testified, calling for a clear
policy for charter renewals. LAPCS
believes it is vital to provide charter
school operators and boards with clear
expectations and fact-based oversight through an accountability framework regarding
charter school contract renewals.
Currently, there is no formal policy, which contributed to a confusing and challenging
renewal process for South Baton Rouge Charter Academy. Our charter schools need
a clear roadmap for renewal decisions and a process that respects operator
autonomy.
Since the meeting, EBRPSB has agreed to work with LAPCS' Executive Director
Caroline Roemer in the coming year to create a charter-specific policy for Baton
Rouge.
→ Read LAPCS Statement

BESE: School Closures

Watch LAPCS' Executive Director, Caroline Roemer, provide
testimony to BESE Members concerning charter school closures.

The BESE meeting in January focused primarily on additional Charter
Extension/Renewal decisions. This is never an easy topic for any party involved,
including your representatives here at LAPCS. Most often, a charter school nonrenewal is not the result of one action or malfeasance by a given person, but is rather
the result of a series of missed opportunities to take necessary and timely corrective
actions.
This work is hard, but there are many resources available to help make it easier.
Please let LAPCS know how we can better assist you in achieving your goals and
vision.

Martin Luther King Day 2019

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Charter

New Orleans College Prep

Arise Academy

New Orleans celebrated Martin Luther King Day 2019 with public charter school
bands taking part in the MLK Memorial March. (Photos courtesy of Times-Picayune)
→ See More

LAPCS IN ACTION
Type 2 Schools Set to Meet Face-toFace with Supt. John White on
February 13.
Following our discussion at the Louisiana
Charter Schools Conference, LAPCS has
secured a meeting with Supt. White for our TYPE
2 SCHOOLS ONLY. We invite you to join us in
Baton Rouge.
Our goal is to continue a meaningful discussion
about the issues impacting charter schools;
specifically about the future of Type 2 Schools.
→ RSVP HERE

Sen. Mary Landrieu addresses CBLA
Graduates

Graduates receive CBLA certification

LAPCS' Charter Board
Leadership Academy
Graduates 1st Class
The Charter Board Leadership Academy
(CBLA) is the first of it's kind in Louisiana. The
academy is an important part of LAPCS' effort to
strengthen charter school boards and create a
pipeline of NextGen charter board leaders.
After completing the coursework, 97% of
participants feel they have a greater knowledge
of their roles and responsibilities as a
current/future board leader; are better equipped to be an effective charter school board leader,
and have been given the tools to effect positive change across their school boards as a whole.

The charter board leadership academy helped me recognize the skills I had in non-profit
leadership, and it made me more eager to serve on charter boards here in New Orleans.
I look forward to watching charter boards grow in New Orleans due in part to the new
experience provided by CBLA.
-Ashley Shabankareh | Future Board Member

The CBLA in partnership with Charter Board Partners will be an asset to help build strong
boards and strong schools. Graduates received board leadership certification and were
congratulated by Senator Mary Landrieu, a long-time champion of excellent schools for all
Louisiana children.

→Meet the Class
STATS ON THE CLASS OF 2018-19
Number of Class Members

54

Boards Represented

17

Board Members

30

Board Candidates

24

Board Placements Since Graduation

6

REPORTED DEMOGRAPHICS
Black

56%

White

44%

Women

74%

Men

26%

Under 40

54%

Over 40

46%

School Growth and Sustainability Workshop
Please join us in Baton Rouge on February 7-8 for our first Bottom Line professional
development event of 2019. This 2-day, 4-part workshop will help your school’s team
break through the four main factors needed to support school growth and
sustainability: Management, Finances, Student Relationships, and External
Relationships.
LAPCS staff and a variety of local and national experts will provide you with the tools
your school needs to support high-quality staffing and organizational health, as well
as help you recognize the blind spots that hinder your success.
→ See Schedule & Speakers

REGISTER HERE!

Join Us: Turning the Page | NOLA Education
Join us for a discussion on New Orleans Public Charter Schools. Our
Educational Panel will take place February 5, 2019, at 12 pm at Greater
New Orleans Foundation.
The theme is to reflect on NOLA education; past, present, and future. Our
panel consists of Kate Mehok, Crescent City Schools; Supt. Henderson
Lewis and NSNO's Patrick Dobard. Our invitees include elected officials and
charter board members. Btw, it is a sponsored media event and we've
invited the media to cover.

RSVP NOW!

DID YOU KNOW? You can translate our website into other languages by using the
translate box on the bottom left-hand side of each web page. You can now read
important events and information about Louisiana Charter Schools in other
languages.
Traducir Nuestro Sitio! → Check it out: https://lacharterschools.org

EDUCATION PARTNERS
Visit the STEM Library Lab
STEM Library Lab is a nonprofit equipment
share and resource center that helps local
schools access costly and eclectic
classroom science equipment.
Recognizing that schools need such a
wide assortment of items each year, but
generally, for only a week or less, SLL operates a library where teachers can borrow
anything they need for their classrooms, and get assistance learning how to operate
and use it.
STEM Library Lab opened doors in August 2018, and currently serves 12 schools in
greater New Orleans. It is looking to expand and has space available for this current
school year and next.

In addition to accessing equipment through the library, teachers are also invited to join
workshops to learn how to implement lessons and ideas aligned to the new state
standards in science.
These Communities of Practice and Expert Office Hours sessions empower teachers
with concrete tools to conduct rigorous, hands-on STEM lessons with their students.
Recognized as a finalist in Harvard’s Social Enterprise Convention and Propeller’s
local PitchNOLA Education competition, STEM Library Lab is excited to help your
school engage with high-quality, active learning!
Whether it be procuring a cost-prohibitive biology model, designing a pre-prepared kit
for 150 students across a grade, finding labware to conduct a precision Chemistry
experiment, or last-minute assembling of gear for students to design customized
science fair projects, teachers are encouraged to visit the library and learn
how STEM Library Lab can help in your classroom.
Visit their website for more information, www.STEMLibraryLab.org.

STEM Graduate School
Scholarships Available
The 2019 Emmy Noether Awards seek top aspiring
female research scientists in any STEM (science,
technology, engineering, or math) field to help realize their potential careers through
financial and networking assistance.
If you know any high school female seniors dedicated to scientific research, pass
along the information. Awards: one $75,000 and two $25,000 scholarships for
graduate school!

Learn More!

CONGRATULATIONS!
LAPCS' Toryah Cameron Selected
for CABL's Leadership Louisiana
Council for a Better Louisiana developed the
highly-respected Leadership Louisiana
program to offer leaders a better understanding
of the challenges facing our state and the
solutions that can help move us
forward. Leadership Louisiana has trained
more than 1,200 statewide leaders since 1989.
We are pleased to announce that LAPCS'
Toryah Cameron, JD, Chief of Strategy &
Development Director, has been selected for
the 2019 Leadership Louisiana Class.
Participants in Leadership Louisiana make a one-year commitment to six two-day
sessions.

Charter School CFO joins La Assoc. of
School Business Officials
Megan Kenley, the CFO at Lincoln Prep, has been
approved to join the board of the
Louisiana Association of School Business
Officials. Megan will be installed during LASBO's
Spring Conference.
LAPCS is excited to finally have a charter school
representative who has also served in a traditional
school system on LASBO's board. LAPCS' Finance
and Operations Director, Melissa Carollo, will work
closely with Megan in this new capacity.

Four Lusher Charter Students
Chosen as QuestBridge
Scholars
At Lusher Charter School in New Orleans,
four seniors have been awarded full fouryear scholarships through the QuestBridge
Scholars program: Kimani Coye, Vanderbilt
University; Kiya Henderson, Pomona
College; Mayela Norwood, Claremont
McKenna College; and Amaris Lewis, Stanford University.
College Match scholarship recipients are admitted early to QuestBridge college
partners with guaranteed full four-year scholarships that are provided by the colleges
and universities.
→ READ MORE

MEMBER BENEFIT: JOB LISTINGS
Are you staffing up for 201920?
One advantage of LAPCS membership is
that you can submit your job posting to
the LAPCS CAREERS PAGE, which gets
5,000-10,000 hits per month. We also
feature some job listings in our monthly newsletter that goes to a broader audience of
public charter schools supporters.
Additionally, we post new listings to our social media pages every week. Please take
advantage of this member benefit! More information email Communications Director,
Roby Chavez.

MEMBER BENEFIT: BOARD BANK

SEARCHING FOR BOARD MEMBERS?
LAPCS’ Top Shelf identifies and recruits capable professionals, or “Board Bankers,"
to serve on boards of public charter schools. As a membership benefit of LAPCS,
partner schools may access the Board Bank to expand their boards or committees. To
explore potential candidates for your board email Governance Director, Neil Ranu.

PARTNER CONNECTIONS SPOT

Hertz - School Furniture Experts
Hertz carries furniture for every room in your charter school
from 125+ vendors. Our added 25-year/limited lifetime
warranty is always included plus complimentary design
services. Contact us for more information about buying on
contract, saving you time and money. Hertz Furniture, the
School Furniture Experts
→ MEET THIS VENDOR

Pearson
Pearson is working to create real results that break through the
challenges in education today. We partner with educators to
deliver new personalized ways of learning through effective,
scalable assessment, instructional tools, services, and
technologies. We help individuals improve learning outcomes
and achieve their own definitions of success.
→ MEET THIS VENDOR

MEET ALL OUR VENDOR PARTNERS

CHARTER CONFERENCE VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS

WATCH: 2018 Louisiana Charter Schools Conference Highlights

NEWSLETTER. WEBSITE. FACEBOOK. TWITTER.
About LAPCS
The Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools (LAPCS) is a membership organization
that serves as a voice for charter schools in Louisiana. We work in partnership with charter
schools and community supporters to support, promote, and advocate for high quality charter
schools that provide educational choice to families statewide. Learn more about us and get
involved.

lacharterschools.org | info@lacharterschools.org
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