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It's the most important time of the year! Besides the upcoming
holidays, we always look forward to the one time of the year to get
together and celebrate the charter school community. Our 11th
annual Louisiana Charter Schools Conference is just around the
corner. We hope you've already decided to join us and I hope to
see each of you!

New Orleans

We have some great speakers lined up including Jefferson Parish
Schools Supt. Dr. Cade Bromley, BESE District 2 Representative
Kira Orange Jones, Louisiana High School Teacher of the Year
Stephen Goodly from Warren Easton Charter High School, and
Demond McDonald from Collegiate Academies. We also will be
offering lots of informative and timely sessions covering critical
topics for charter board members, school leaders, and school
administrators. Not to mention, our excellent pre-conference party
is not to be missed!

Jan 20-26, 2019
National School
Choice Week
New Orleans

The Louisiana Charter Schools Conference is the one time of the
year that we bring together all 156 charter schools from across
the state and give you the opportunity to network, learn, and
maybe even have some fun. So please join us and help celebrate
our partnership with the Louisiana charter school community.
In addition, there is lots of news and activity as the year winds
down. We were pleased that charters held their ground in the
new, tougher and more comprehensive grading system that LDE
roled out. And we were also pleased to finally have some new
leadership for Baton Rouge schools! We are excited to announce
that we are expanding our talented leadership at LAPCS and that
our dynamic lineup of charter schools continues to expand and
mature.
I'm looking forward to continuing the conversation with many of
you in a couple weeks in New Orleans!

Regards,
Caroline Roemer
Executive Director

CONFERENCE UPDATE
PRICES INCREASE DEC. 1ST
REGISTER NOW

SPEAKERS

Dr. Cade Brumley

Stephen Goodly

Superintendent
Jefferson Parish

2019 Louisiana High
School Teacher of
the Year

Kira Orange Jones
District 2 BESE

SCHEDULE
What's New?
Expanded Workshops
Media Training
Expert Consultancies
New School Culture Strand

CLE & CPE CREDITS AVAILABLE
DISCOUNT PRICING FOR 3 OR MORE TICKETS
FREE HEADSHOTS
EXHIBITORS
EXPLORE OUR EXHIBITOR
PAVILION!
We love our exhibiting companies! Meet Our
Exhibitors. We have a fantastic exhibit hall filled with
the very best of companies and organizations
offering services and products specifically for the
charter school community!
→ GET THE MAP
→ SEE THE FULL EXHIBITOR LIST

SPONSORS

TITLE SPONSOR: Adams and Reese, LLP
LAPCS is proud to announce Adams & Reese, LLP as Title Sponsor for our 11th
Annual Louisiana Charter Schools Conference. Adams and Reese has been a longstanding supporter and partner of the charter school movement. We are grateful for
their support of our community and are excited to have their wonderful team join us
again. Be sure to visit their website and booth during the event to learn more about
their services.

MEET ALL OUR SPONSORS

BIG NEWS: SPS Scores & School Letter Grades

Charter Schools Hold Steady Amid New Grading
System and Embrace New Tougher Academic
Standards
Louisiana has taken another important step towards putting students on par with their
peers around the world as we increase academic standards and expectations that all
our students and schools can achieve at the highest levels. For the first time this year
as well, school letter grades provide a more complete picture of student and school
performance as they reflect “student growth,” or the amount of progress each student
makes over the course of a year. Caroline Roemer weighs in on SPS & growth for
The Lens.
The majority of charter schools saw either no letter grade change or improved
despite the new, tougher grading system
30 charter schools received an A or B on the new scale
37 charter schools were recognized as Top Gains schools
20 charter schools received Equity Honors designation
More than half of all Type 2 charter schools maintained a C or higher letter
grade or improved their SPS score from the previous year.
The enhanced data performance provides a more accurate snapshot of the state’s
progress towards meeting higher expectations for students. The Louisiana
Association of Public Charter Schools applauds schools recognized with significant
improvement with Top Gains and Equity Designation from the Louisiana Department
of Education with some schools recognized as both.
→ READ MORE

NEW CHARTER SCHOOLS

Sci High NOLA

Kenner Discovery

Congrats to the entire Kenner Discovery team on a big success! After a long journey,
students and families in Jefferson Parish will get this 21st-century high school with 9
science labs, a teaching kitchen, & much more!
New Orleans Charter Science and Mathematics High School (Sci High) leaders broke
ground on their future home. It is a $27.5M, state-of-the-art STEM building. It will be
located in the heart of New Orleans' blossoming medical corridor. The Albert Wicker
School is a three-story, 129,716 sq. foot building and is slated to open in 2021.

One of the important facets of charter schools is their diversity of offerings and innovative
school models that serve all types of students, as exemplified by those that opened this
year:

Athlos Academy of Jefferson : An athletics-based program that will measure students on academics,
Prepared Mind, Healthy Body, and Performance Character (state authorized; new school).

Audubon Gentilly: A Montessori French immersion program that is a new school site for an existing charter
school (OPSB authorized; new school through replication).

BASIS Baton Rouge: A college preparatory school in partnership with Women's Hospital that is based
upon BASIS-Arizona charter schools, which are ranked by U.S. News and World Report as some of the highest
performing public schools in the nation (EBR authorized; new school).

Benjamin Franklin Elementary School: A traditional public school that converted to charter school
status (OPSB authorized; conversion).

FirstLine Live Oak: A college preparatory elementary school in New Orleans that focuses on educating the
whole child--mind, body, and spirit (OPSB authorized; a turnaround charter school that took over a previously
failing charter school).

IDEA Bridge: A college preparatory elementary school based on IDEA-Texas charter schools that are often
ranked as high performing charter schools for low-income families (EBR authorized; new school).

IDEA Innovation: A college preparatory elementary school based on IDEA-Texas charter schools that are
often ranked as high performing charter schools for low-income families (EBR authorized; new school).

Mary McLeod Bethune Elementary: A traditional elementary school that converted to charter school
status (OPSB authorized; conversion).

New Harmony High School: A progressive high school in New Orleans that educates students through
the lens of coastal restoration and preservation. New Harmony was awarded $10 million as the winning school
model for the prestigious XQ: Super School Project (state authorized; new school).

Rosenwald Collegiate Academy: A college preparatory high school that is a new school site for an
existing charter school (OPSB authorized; new school created through the replication).The Emerge School

for Autism: A specialized mission school that educates students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (EBR
authorized; new school).

LAPCS TALENT & EXPERTISE

Kenneth Campbell Joins
LAPCS Board of Directors

Shannon Cian Joins
LAPCS as Program
Coordinator

SARAH Celebrates 7
Years at LAPCS

LAPCS Welcomes our newest Board Member, Kenneth Campbell. Kenneth Campbell is the
Executive Director for IDEA Public Schools Southern Louisiana. IDEA is one of the nation’s most
highly regarded charter school management organizations that operates with a relentless focus
on providing an educational experience that ensures all students get to and through college. As
IDEA’s leader in Louisiana, Mr.Campbell is responsible for successfully launching IDEA’s first
charter schools outside of the state of Texas and for building a network of high performing
college preparatory charter schools that serve students and families across South Louisiana.
Welcome, Shannon Cian who joins the LAPCS team as our new Program Coordinator.
Shannon's career history encompasses over 15 years in community outreach, fundraising, and
program/executive support. She previously served as Community Development Specialist at
ASI Federal Credit Union, Grants Manager at The National WWII Museum, and Assistant to the
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at LSU Health Sciences Center--New Orleans. Additionally,
Shannon was a founding board member and prior Chair of the Development Committee for
Foundation Preparatory Charter School in New Orleans. She looks forward to using her
community engagement and program management skills to support equitable public education
for students throughout Louisiana. We are excited to have Shannon join our team!
Congratulations to Sarah Vandergriff on her 7th year at LAPCS. Sarah has been an
invaluable member and champion for charter schools in her role as legal and policy director for
LAPCS. Her tireless devotion and keen expertise in charter law ensure that charter schools
have been successful to navigate the many roadblocks attempted by charter school opponents.

Inspire NOLA Schools
Celebrate 10 Year Anniversary
InspireNola Schools honor ten leaders at its
10th Anniversary Gala including LAPCS's
Caroline Roemer, Alexina Medley &
Representative Gary Carter for their
commitment to community and students.
→ READ MORE

Team LAPCS
meets with East
Baton Rouge's
Newly Elected

November meeting of Charter Board
Leadership Academy exploring ways
boards can optimize their partnership
with school leaders

LAPCS meets other charter
associations in Colorado
at Philos 2018

Board Member
Tramelle Howard

EDUCATION PARTNERS
College Persistence Report
Cowen Institute releases a new report—the
first in a 3-part series on college persistence
in underrepresented populations—that offers
a primer on key statistics, barriers, and
existing interventions.
→ READ MORE

YMCA HATS & HORSES
GALA
Break out the hats and dress to
impress! Get your tickets for the YCubs
1st Gala. It's a fundraiser at the Black &
Gold Room of the New Orleans
Fairgrounds on Sunday, Dec. 9 from
1:00 - 4:00 pm to benefit the YMCA
Children's Unified Benefits & Services.

Louisiana Ranks #16 in Parent
Power Index
Louisiana's charter law has allowed for a
renaissance in education to occur in New
Orleans. Louisiana is ranked #16 in the Center
for Education Reform’s Parent Power Index.
“Like a phoenix up from the ashes, the Bayou
State has adopted parent empowerment measures of national significance in the last 10
years that have helped reverse decades of decline.”
→ READ MORE

Teacher & Principal of Year
Application Process Open
Calling all charters! Don’t forget the application
deadline for the Louisiana Department of
Education's next Teacher and Principal of the
Year is Jan. 23, 2019. Good Luck!
→ APPLY HERE

Apply Yourself 2018
Join us at this one-day training for Louisiana
charter school applicants on December 7, 2018.
Whether you're considering an application or
you've been newly approved, the Apply Yourself
Workshop is for you.
LAPCS staff and past applicants will review the fundamentals of charter school operations and
startup. We will cover best practices in charter school governance, finance, and community
engagement.
A panel of charter school leaders will discuss their application experiences and will share hardearned tips on how to navigate the startup process from application to launch. A representative
from the Department of Education will also be on hand to highlight recent changes to the state's
application.

REGISTER HERE!

MEMBER BENEFIT: BOARD BANK

SEARCHING FOR BOARD MEMBERS?
LAPCS’ Top Shelf identifies and recruits capable professionals, or “Board Bankers," to serve on
boards of public charter schools. As a membership benefit of LAPCS, partner schools may
access the Board Bank to expand their boards or committees. To explore potential candidates
for your board email Governance Director, Neil Ranu.

PARTNER CONNECTIONS SPOT

Crossmark Education Business Services
Crossmark Education Business Services, a division of
Crossmark Management Group, provides education business
services and financial consulting to charter schools and other
school systems. We provide outsourced financial and
accounting services, as well as assistance and monitoring
services related to the submission of financial and other
reports to various governmental and regulatory agencies.
→ MEET THIS VENDOR

CTA Architects Engineers
At CTA Architects Engineers, we are dedicated to creating
collaborative 21st-century learning environments that
transform students’ lives. CTA’s education design philosophy
has found success by calling upon the uniqueness of the
school’s community and needs to shape their facilities. This
includes everything from curriculum and pedagogy, natural
resources, environment, grade grouping, and existing
structures and infrastructure. → MEET THIS VENDOR

MEET ALL OUR VENDOR PARTNERS

NEWSLETTER. WEBSITE. FACEBOOK. TWITTER.
About LAPCS
The Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools (LAPCS) is a membership organization
that serves as a voice for charter schools in Louisiana. We work in partnership with charter
schools and community supporters to support, promote, and advocate for high quality charter
schools that provide educational choice to families statewide. Learn more about us and get
involved.

lacharterschools.org | info@lacharterschools.org

Sha r e this e m a il:

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.
320 Metairie Hammond Highway, Suite #402
Metairie, LA | 70005 US
This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

