UPCOMING EVENTS

April 8 - June 6,
2019
Legislative
Session
Baton Rouge

The James Singleton Charter School marching band waits for
a cue during the Oshun parade in New Orleans. (Robert
Morris, UptownMessenger.com)

May 12-18, 2019

Message from the Executive Director

National Charter
Schools Week

Another Mardi Gras season is in the books, and I hope you all
survived! I was excited to see so many of our member schools
representing the proud traditions of their school and carrying on
the unique heritage of Mardi Gras across the state.
Despite the Mardi Gras season, we've been busy helping convene
necessary conversations about the future of the charter school
movement, both in New Orleans as it continues to lead the
national conversation about charter schools, and across the state,
as we brought our Type 2 leaders together with Supt. John White
to talk about key priorities for our schools, including early
education.
We are also gearing up for the upcoming legislative session in
Baton Rouge. I was pleased that at its recent meeting, BESE
endorsed raises for teacher/support worker pay and
an increase for the MFP -- only the second in the past decade - and will be sending their request on to the legislature. My
team will be busy tracking the session and ensuring passage of
BESE's request, as well as monitoring any threats to our schools,
but we will need you to be ready as always!

December 5-6,
2019
Louisiana
Charter Schools
Conference
New Orleans

We are also excited to continue expanding our work with existing
and new partners to bring impactful programming to our schools
and their students. For example, we are supporting a new
physical literacy program with several member schools in New
Orleans. The STEP program is designed to help students get
better grades by getting active in the classroom. The program is
underwritten by the Entergy Charitable Foundation and will help
students aged 7-13.
As always, I am grateful for your partnership and support as we continue
to advocate, support and promote quality school options for all families
across the state.
Regards,
Caroline Roemer
Executive Director

BIG NEWS: LAPCS Hosts Education Panel

Turning the Page celebrated the successes and future of New Orleans' education system,
which is one of the fastest improving urban school districts in the U.S. The
Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools hosted the forum with Democrats for Education
Reform, New Schools for New Orleans, and the Greater New Orleans Foundation. The panel
included Kate Mehok, Crescent City Schools; OPSB Supt. Henderson Lewis, and NSNO's
Patrick Dobard. It was moderated by Tim Morris of the Times-Picayune with closing remarks by
Edna Karr student Durrell Braud.

WATCH THE VIDEO

Type 2 Schools Meet with Supt. John White

LAPCS convened Type 2 charter school leaders to meet with Superintendent John
White. During the meeting, charter school leaders expressed their need for more
assistance in navigating early childhood options, in particular.
Supt. White agreed that there should be better communication between LDE and
charter schools regarding early education; it is too often presumed that many charter
schools are not interested because of the costs involved. If your school is interested in
developing a Pre-K program and you have not yet been in direct contact with LDE on
this topic, please email Sarah Vandergriff.
Supt. White also asked the charter school leaders to consider expansion efforts
across the state, especially in rural areas and Shreveport--which is the poorest metro
area in the state with little school choice or high-quality education options for families.

LAPCS Advocates for Increased MFP Funding

Watch LAPCS' Executive Director, Caroline Roemer, provide testimony at the MFP Task
Force. She argues that the group should always push for a 2.75% increase to Level 1 of the
per-pupil MFP formula and that school leaders should NOT be satisfied with the proposed
compromise of 1.375% and other restricted funding proposals.

At its recent meeting, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE)
endorsed raises for teacher/support worker pay and an increase for the MFP. The
MFP increase would be only the second in the past decade and result in a $39
million increase in aid for public schools. The proposal will be sent to the Louisiana
Legislature for the two-month session that begins on April 8.
→ Learn More

New Approach to Provide Academic Support
LAPCS Brings New Physical
Literacy Program to Louisiana
LAPCS announces the launch of a new
physical literacy program for elementary
students in New Orleans. The program
comes to Louisiana as LAPCS makes an
intentional effort to become a conveyor of
grants for Louisiana charter schools.
"Innovation is a hallmark of public charter schools. With the STEP program,
LAPCS begins a new approach to providing academic support to our schools
and the students they serve." Caroline Roemer, LAPCS Executive Director

The STEP program is designed to help students get better grades by getting active in
the classroom. The program, underwritten by the Entergy Charitable Foundation, will
help students aged 7-13 see improved reading, attention and focus, and confidence in
the classroom.
“LAPCS is passionate about helping struggling students reach their maximum
potential. Every day we seek out partners dedicated to seeking innovative ways to
help students succeed and close the learning gap," said LAPCS Executive Director,
Caroline Roemer.
→ READ MORE

Elected Officials Tour Charter Schools

In partnership with Democrats for Education Reform, LAPCS hosted two New Orleans charter
school visits with legislators including Representative Royce Duplessis, who toured The
NET Charter School, and Representative Jimmy Harris, who visited KIPP Leadership
Academy.

SAVE THE DATE: Charter Schools Conference

ACTION ALERT: Call Congress!

Kids Are Waiting!
No kid’s future should depend on luck, zip code, or their parents' income. Charter
schools give everyone a chance to succeed by putting the needs of kids first. Over the
next few weeks, Congress will decide how to spend taxpayer money—and we need
to make sure that public education is at the top of their priority list. Ask your
representatives to support the Charter Schools Program!

TAKE ACTION!

Winter Workshops Focus on Charter Sustainability

Dr. Anane Olatunji from Align Education
discussed creating a student-centered
framework for teaching.

Taylor Porter Attorneys cover a variety of charter
school legal issues and best practices for
succession planning, labor, and employment.

LAPCS' Bottom Line professional development Winter event in Baton Rouge was a
two-day, four-part workshop to help schools break through the four main factors
needed to support school growth and sustainability: Management, Finances, Student
Relationships, and External Relationships.
LAPCS staff and a variety of local and national experts provided attendees with the
tools schools need to support high-quality staffing and organizational health, as well
as identifying possible blind spots that hinder success.

DID YOU KNOW? You can translate our website into other languages by using the
translate box on the bottom left-hand side of each web page. You can now read
important events and information about Louisiana Charter Schools in other
languages.
Traducir Nuestro Sitio! → Check it out: https://lacharterschools.org

HELP US WIN: Vote for LAPCS Daily!

LAPCS is participating in the Gulf Coast Bank Community Rewards Program this
year. Help us to improve education in Louisiana by supporting, promoting, and
advocating for excellent public charter schools.
This is an online contest that rewards a total of $75,000 to the top 10 non-profit
organizations voted on by the community.
Voting is easy and can be done once per day for each email address. Voting takes
place from March 6 - March 29, 2019.

VOTE DAILY HERE!

EDUCATION PARTNERS
Special Classroom Offer
Presented by National WWII
Museum on May 2
Commemorate the 75th anniversary of DDay and embark on a virtual transatlantic
adventure to the sites where D-Day history
was made. Guided by student reporters
from the United States, England, Canada, and France, this journey will provide
insights into the largest amphibious invasion in history.
Your students will discover the lessons and legacies of Operation Overlord as they
explore the coast of southern England, the iconic invasion sites in Normandy, France,
and participate in a special remembrance at the American Cemetery at Omaha
Beach.
The program features live polling and Q&A, so students can participate without ever
leaving their classroom. No special technology is required to view. English and
French captions will be available for the live webcast. Classroom participation is free
but requires advance registration. Email: distancelearning@nationalww2museum.org
→REGISTER YOUR CLASS

New Charter School Energy
Program offered by Charter
School Capital
One of our supportive vendor partners,
Charter School Capital, announces a new
program, exclusively for charter schools. It
is an effort to offer sustainable solutions for
your school’s success—Charter School
Energy, powered by BioStar Renewables!
With Charter School Energy, Charter Schools Capital is now able to offer access to
energy-efficient and renewable energy solutions for your school building, with flexible
financing options to make it possible.
These upgrades are designed to improve the learning environment for your students,
and also reduce your utility and maintenance expenses—positively impacting your
bottom line.
If you are interested in learning more, please visit the Charter School Energy page.

Funds for Service Learning Programs
Available
The Brown Foundation Service Learning Program offers
funds to schools via Service Learning Awards for a class,
grades K-12, to link learning and intentional service to
their community through an identified Service Partner.
Service Learning is a teaching and learning strategy that connects academic
curriculum to real needs in the community by implementing a learn-by-doing
approach. Students get real-life experiences in the subject studied by meeting
community needs through active participation.
The Service Learning Award Application is online and available for grades K-12, to all
elementary, middle, junior high and high schools in Louisiana.

APPLY!

MEMBER BENEFIT: UPDATED GRANT LISTINGS

We have all the latest grant opportunities for you in one location. Join us each
week for #FundingFriday on social media! Looking for a way to plan, implement or
operate a particular program or fund a particular project for your school?
Check out the “News” section of our website for NEW grant opportunities for
teachers & charter schools. You can always check out the latest funding
opportunities 24/7 on our website.

EXPLORE GRANTS!

MEMBER BENEFIT: JOB LISTINGS
Are you staffing up for 201920?
One advantage of LAPCS membership is
that you can submit your job posting to
the LAPCS CAREERS PAGE. We also
feature some job listings in our monthly
newsletter that goes to a broader audience of public charter schools supporters.
Additionally, we post new listings to our social media pages every week. Please take
advantage of this member benefit! More information email Communications Director,
Roby Chavez.

SEARCH JOBS!

MEMBER BENEFIT: BOARD BANK

SEARCHING FOR BOARD MEMBERS?
LAPCS’ Top Shelf identifies and recruits capable professionals, or “Board Bankers,"
to serve on boards of public charter schools. As a membership benefit of LAPCS,
partner schools may access the Board Bank to expand their boards or committees.
To explore potential candidates for your board, email us:
governance@lacharterschools.org

Explore Board Bank

PARTNER CONNECTIONS SPOT

Curriculum Associates
Curriculum Associates was founded in 1969 by a small group
of passionate educators with a singular focus: To create worldclass materials that make classrooms better places for
teachers and students. In the years since, the company has
held tight to this founding value, introducing innovative and
exciting new products that give every student the chance to
succeed.
→ MEET THIS VENDOR

Dunn Financial Solutions
Dunn Financial Solutions is a New Orleans-based organization
that provides financial management, business operations, and
support services to start-up or existing charter schools. Our
staff has several decades of professional financial
management and accounting experience with specific
experience supporting Louisiana charter over the past five
years. Professional services can be customized to fit your
organization’s needs so you can stay focused on your
students.
→ MEET THIS VENDOR

MEET ALL OUR VENDOR PARTNERS

NEWSLETTER. WEBSITE. FACEBOOK. TWITTER.
About LAPCS
The Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools (LAPCS) is a membership organization
that serves as a voice for charter schools in Louisiana. We work in partnership with charter
schools and community supporters to support, promote, and advocate for high quality charter
schools that provide educational choice to families statewide. Learn more about us and get
involved.

lacharterschools.org | info@lacharterschools.org
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