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Sharps
Some of the most commonly used items in laboratory
environments are ‘sharps,’ which come in a wide
variety, including needles, razor blades, scalpels,
slides and lancets to name a few.
However, sharps do not exist on their own in the lab
environment and their use should always be
accompanied by an appropriate sharps container. An appropriate sharps container
will always be leak-proof on the sides and bottom, capable of being permanently
closed and made of rigid plastic. Sharps containers used in biological labs will also
have a biohazard symbol affixed to it as well. Additionally, an appropriate sharps
container will also feature a ‘fill-line’ which indicates when the container has
reached its full capacity.
Proper use of a sharps container requires one to not overfill it and that only sharps
are added to it. Sharps should always have the ability to fall freely into the container
without obstruction as the safest means of disposal. If the items do not freely fall,
then your container is either full or too small for the items you are trying to dispose
of. Likewise, in order to utilize your sharps container to the best of its ability, refrain
from putting any items inside that are not sharps. Gloves and other waste items
should always be disposed of according to their own proper procedure.
If you encounter a sharps container that is full, do not attempt to create more room
by shaking it. Shaking a sharps container can release aerosols into the air or cause
the items inside to eject out. Last but not least, never attempt to force an item into a
sharps container and never try to retrieve an item inside with your hand.
Sharps containers can be purchased through the VWR Jordan Hall stockroom or
other vendors.
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Radiation safety changes
Due to some recent changes in the radiation safety
program, the Risk Management & Safety team would
like to welcome Andy Welding back to the University as
the interim Radiation Safety Officer (RSO). Adam Kratt
will now be serving as the Assistant RSO and will be
available for day to day radiation safety needs. Please
reach out to Andy Welding at awelding@nd.edu or
Adam Kratt at akratt@nd.edu or 574-631-3698 for any questions or concerns in
regards to Radiation Safety.
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A new safety inspection platform
is coming in July 2022.
Risk Management & Safety is excited to announce
that EHS Insight will be the new system for
scheduling, conducting, and documenting safety
inspections and tracking action items to
completion. With this new system, you will be able
to view completed assessment reports and track
action items for your laboratory in a more intuitive and efficient way. You will also
have access to a variety of useful reports, which provide essential data from
assessments, as well as customizable dashboards, which display a variety of different
metrics and can be used as checklists for your own laboratory needs.
We anticipate many questions, so we will be creating reference guides, FAQs, and a
webpage for more information, and training demo classes will be held beginning in
June.
Be on the lookout for further details about the EHS Insight safety inspections
system, as more announcements are on the way.

RETURN TO TOP

Lab safety value in Good
Catches/Near-Misses
Read "How to capture and use near-miss labincident reports in academia" to see how valuable
reporting near-misses have been to several
universities. Near-misses or good catches here at
Notre Dame can be reported on the RMS Incident
Reporting and Management webpage or on the ND Mobile App using the Report a
Hazard icon.
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Safety Alerts
At Other Schools:
Chemical Exposure - Rochester University, Rochester, NY - Recently, a
River Campus researcher suffered chemical exposure to the face and eyes while
loading a chromatography column in a chemical fume hood. For the complete story,
read here on page 2 of their lab safety newsletter.
Lab Fire - Newcastle University, Tyne England - A Newcastle University lab
was left badly damaged following an electrical fire on May 5. For more details, read
here.
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Safety History
"Not-So-Great Moments in Chemical Safety" details dangerous historical work with
potassium, cacodyl chloride and fluorine which reminds us that serious problems
can be avoided by following simple lab safety rules.
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Occupational Health
Corner
Chad Rist, Risk Management
and Safety’s Hazardous
Materials Technician, has
decided to pursue other career
opportunities. His last day will be Wednesday, May 11th. Chad has been a trusted
member of our team and has worked to serve our campus community over the last
seven years. Please join the RMS team as we wish Chad well in his future endeavors.
In Chad’s absence, we are partnering with Drug and Laboratory Disposal (our
current third-party waste vendor) to provide a part-time hazardous materials
technician to service the campus hazardous waste needs. This person will be on
campus every Wednesday and Thursday to remove hazardous waste from laboratory
and operational spaces that have submitted Discard Tags through the Hazardous
Waste Discard Tag system.
The Hazardous Materials Technician position is now posted here on the NDjobs
website. Please let Erin Hafner know of anyone who might be interested.
Please contact Erin Hafner at ehafner@nd.edu or 574.631.7889 with any questions,
concerns, or emergency hazardous waste needs.
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