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Between Midterms and Spring

With midterms behind us and before finals start to take over, | wanted to take this
moment in between to jump ahead for a second and talk about preparation for
next semester. | have been asked a few times when course shells for Spring
courses would be available to get ready and you can now expect all course sites to
be available 12 weeks before the term begins. Spring semester courses will be
created October 21 st. In this month's newsletter, | want to take the opportunity to
talk about why we are using an online course system and the two minimum things
you should do in Canvas to create a consistent learning experience for all Valpo
students. We are aiming to make the beginning of the semester as smooth as
possible for both faculty and students alike so that you can focus on your course
content and the magic in the classroom by putting the systems in place to
support you that blend seamlessly in the background to support you.

Sincerely,

The Two Basic Things To Do With Every Course

Whether you use Canvas extensively or you find it just a tech thing on the side,
Canvas is actually an integral part of the student experience. Students coming
in from high school most likely utilized Google Classroom for their classes, in
which they had a dedicated course site that contained the information needed
about the class they are taking. Think of it like a collection of folders in their
virtual backpack that they use to keep course materials at the ready.



The same extends here to Valpo. Each student has an online site that houses
the basic information pertaining to their classes: Canvas. As their instructor, it is
your discretion how much or how little you use it. However, there are best
practices on a fundamental note that provides consistency and clarity to the
students. To this end, we ask all of you to do these following two things each
term:

Post your Syllabus in Canvas

Each course is required to have a syllabus uploaded to Simple Syllabus. There is
a link in Canvas to have that display in your Canvas site. Please upload your
syllabus and make sure it's visible there!

Publish/Activate your course

About a week before the start of the semester or term, please be sure to go into
Canvas and make your course visible to your students. This will not only let the
students know that they are set for your course, but they can also check the
syllabus and, if applicable, check that their book is accessible in Canvas from
the Beacon Books program (or through any other activation key necessary)
before the first day of class. How to publish/ activate your course: How to
Publish your Canvas Course

That's it. Two steps. This ensures consistency in the student experience across
the board and in that consistency, students don’t have to think about what tech
is in what spot and the technology can blend away to the background so that
the content is highlighted and is the focus. That is the aim for all instructional
technology.

Warm Regards, CITAL Team (Joann, Cindy, and Gina)

Students Also Need Books

In addition to the courses being created, the Bookstore has sent Spring
Semester book requests. We would like to ask that you be sure to enter in your
book requests to ensure that the materials will be available on campus on time
for our students. You can access the system at: Adoption & Insights - Login.

How Valpo Faculty are using
(or not using) Al in the
Classroom

In late July, CITAL hosted a two-day Summer
Faculty Institute on Al as part of the Lilly
Endowment’s “Al in Higher Education” planning
grant that Valpo received. Over 60 faculty
attended and 29 faculty and staff presented on
how they use Al in the classroom.



https://community.instructure.com/en/kb/articles/660767-how-do-i-publish-a-course
https://community.instructure.com/en/kb/articles/660767-how-do-i-publish-a-course
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://aip.bncollege.com/app/&source=gmail-imap&ust=1792693701000000&usg=AOvVaw235VpTssxv_YNwbO0G90qa
https://intra.valpo.edu/cital/news-and-events/blog/
https://intra.valpo.edu/cital/news-and-events/blog/

This fall we asked faculty who had attended what
they got out of the institute. We heard from Al

enthusiasts as well as Al skeptics.



https://intra.valpo.edu/cital/how-valpo-faculty-are-using-or-not-using-ai-in-the-classroom/
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https://intra.valpo.edu/cital/how-valpo-faculty-are-using-or-not-using-ai-in-the-classroom/
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What We're Reading...

The Reverse Centaur's Guide to Life After Al

"l am only just starting to read it, but the unusual title is worth a few words. As the
author explains, "in automation theory a centaur is a person who is assisted by a
machine. ... A reverse centaur is a human who is conscripted into acting as an
assistant to a machine. Using this metaphor, the book urges us to stop thinking about
what a gadget such as Al does and start paying more attention to "who the gadget
does it to and who the gadget does it for.” — Cindy Rutz

Will A.l. Make Your Brain Lazy? Here’s What the New Research
Actually Shows

“I'm fascinated with the way the brain works and currently, how the brain works on Al.
This article highlights work done around this and how Al can help the brain and hurt the
brain.” — Joann Martyn

Your CITAL Team



https://www.amazon.com/dp/037462156X?lv=shuf&channelId=500&plpRedirect=mhFallback
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/09/29/magazine/ai-chatbots-brain-development-study.html?unlocked_article_code=1.J1E.y82g.87S8QuzLQV1M&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/09/29/magazine/ai-chatbots-brain-development-study.html?unlocked_article_code=1.J1E.y82g.87S8QuzLQV1M&smid=url-share
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