Welcome to our Newsletter with
highlights from the Summer Term

Summer End of Term
- 2020

Dear Parents / Carers,

How to Order

Welcome to this last edition of the academic year. Whilst it has been
anything but a ‘traditional summer term,’ our students (and you) have
remained in our thoughts and prayers throughout.

Uniform Over The
Summer Holidays

We have continued to be impressed by the work that our students have
produced and your continued support throughout even as it has become
more challenging to keep our young people motivated. For those students
who have returned in year 10 and 12, we have been delighted to see them
and I think they may have even been pleased to see us too. Being
educated at Alec Reed Academy is about learning subjects, gaining
knowledge and social skills but it is also about so much more. The
genuine care that our students receive from staff at all levels as well as
the quality of the relationships that students build with both their peers
and staff is remarkable. It is a unique bond and one that will help our
students to return to the academy fully in September.
For the last three weeks, we have been meeting with key individuals /
groups of students in year 10 and 12 and have begun lessons. We aim to
see KS3 students and year 9 in the coming weeks for individual / small
group sessions so that we can assess where students are at in terms of
their return for September and with which areas they may need additional
support.
I am very proud of the way in which the staff at Alec Reed have
continued to keep the academy running both physically and in terms of
our online learning for the students. The results of the work from students
can be seen on our social media. I am also pleased that our pastoral staff
have kept in touch with our students and families so that if we have been
able to help in any way, we have been able to do so. Again, this is what
makes Alec Reed a special place as our partnerships with parents /
carers and the wider community continue to be a huge strength.
When I joined the academy in January 2019, I was ambitious for the
children attending the academy as I believe they deserve the best
education that we can give them. On my departure, I am no less
ambitious as I know that an excellent education filled with opportunities
can transform lives. The children at Alec Reed deserve the best. I am not
sure that they always believe it but they are smart, kind and incredibly
ready to achieve their true potential. They just have to trust in the staff
here (who are fantastic) to help them to get there. With this in place, I am
convinced that when they go out into the world of work, society will be
better off for having them in the world.

The Academy is operating
social distancing to reduce the
risk of spreading the Covid
virus. As our uniform shop is
quite small, we have closed it
temporarily and will be selling
uniform online only. All orders
need to be placed using the
online shop and collected from
the Academy as follows:

Visit the uniform shop on the
ARA website:
www.alecreedacademy.co.uk
Place your order using the
sizing guide.
Collect your uniform from the
Main Reception in the High
School. You will be notified by
email when your order is ready
for collection.
We will be operating the online
shop over the summer break
from 20th July to 26th
August. Items ordered by
Tuesday evening each week
will be available for collection
on Wednesday each week
between 11AM to 1PM. Our
daily service for the online
shop will resume on 27th
August.

It has been my privilege to have made a small contribution to the
academy’s continued improvement journey towards outstanding and I
know that I am leaving the academy in strong hands! My final thanks is
to you, for your support and for nurturing the young people whom without
you we would not have had the pleasure to teach and know.
I wish you and your families good health and ask that you do your best
to continue to stay safe. Mr Cosby looks forward to welcoming you all
back in September!
Warm regards
Mrs. A Moise-Dixon

School News App
To keep up with the latest
news happening in and around
the school, you can download
our FREE school new app.
How does the app work?
Firstly, you will need to
download the app from either
the iTunes App Store, Google
Play or Windows Store.
Once you have located and
downloaded the free app,
launch the app and you will
then be able to either click on
the ‘Find my school’ button
which uses the phones GPS
to locate all the schools in the
surrounding 20 miles, or you
can type in the schools
postcode and click on ‘Get
my school’ button.
Your school's postcode
is: UB5 5LQ

Students from ARA have won a Crest
Silver Award
Two year 10 students from Alec Reed Academy have each earned a Crest
Silver Award for their outstanding contribution by solving a real-world STEM
problem.
Hania and Sahiba worked out in a research project monitoring speed of
motion of Petermann and Pine Island glaciers from the north and south polar
regions between 2015 and April 2020. The speed is determined by tracing the
advance of the calving front of glaciers in radar images produced at different
times by ESA satellite Sentinel 1.
The project was done in April and May, as part of an ongoing project led by
the University of Leeds and Centre of Polar Observation and Modelling
(CPOM).
Icebergs floating in the sea are a threat to ships that sail in the polar regions.
They are also a habitat for seals, penguins, and many other living species.
Their increasingly frequent formation due to global warming is a concern for
environmental scientists.
The CREST award scheme is awarded by the British Science Association. It
has been shown to help improve GCSE grades, promote continued interest in
STEM subjects, and it can be used to enhance students’ UCAS personal
statements.
Alec Reed Academy’s science department has joined with the Institute of
Research in Schools (IRIS) to work together bringing in real life research
projects guided by leading scientific institutions. We are looking for
enthusiastic and committed students to bring in their enthusiasm and ideas
by doing more research projects in school!

You will then see a list of
schools that use the app.
Click on Alec Reed Academy
You will then be able to click
on the ‘News’ button to view
all of the latest news items
that have been added to the
school website.

Teaching Staff
Vacancies
There are currently no
vacancies available under this
category

Associate Staff
Vacancies
There are currently no
vacancies available under this
category.

Quick Links
Letters Home
Term Dates for 2020-2021
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Follow Alec Reed Academy
online...

DofE Award
We’re delighted to present our certificate of social value for 2019-20 from the
DofE. Collectively, Alec Reed Academy have put in 130 hours of voluntary
service to the local community – well done to all participants!

Students Achievements
The students below have worked exceptionally hard throughout the school
closure. They have gone above and beyond in every subject. Well done to
you all!
Yuvraj - 9 Beta
Charlize - 9 Zeta
Hemangi - 9 Epsilon
Daniel - 9 Beta
Chanelle - 9 Zeta

Well done to Alma, 7 Gamma, for her excellent Spanish work to create a
game around key vocabulary.

A massive well done to Sienna, Year 10 Gamma, who produced an amazing
article based on the Black Lives Matter movement. Have a read of it below:
“Stopping racial injustice and inequality must be the main priority of the
British government in order to make our society a more equal place to live
in.”
Imagine how it feels being in a room where you are the only one that looks
like you. Imagine how it feels being scared when your son goes outside alone
not knowing if he will come home. Imagine how it feels being pulled over by
the police not knowing if you will walk away with your breath. This is a reality
for black people every day and other minorities in this society.
They say that we do not live in a racist society but we know that even with
little improvement we are not far off from where we were in 1960. They say
that police don’t arrest based on colour but we know that black people are 4
times more likely to be stopped by them then white people. They say that all
lives matter but we know not all lives are in danger.
Ultimately, it’s not about getting rid of police and the government. It’s about
getting rid of the people who enable the racial injustice and inequality to
continue. It’s so that when a white women threatens to call the police telling
them a black African American man is threatening her that man doesn’t need
to fear for his life. That children don’t need to witness their fathers arm being
shot off by a policeman in a car and have to console their grieving mother.
It’s so that no one will ever have a knee on their neck for 8 minutes begging
to breathe.

I was walking home from school one day and I stopped at my usual bus stop
and waited for my bus. To the side of me was a man who sat up as soon as I
stood by him. I thought nothing at this at first. Then I heard him mumble “All
these immigrants coming to our country, mixing with our kind and creating
disgusting mixed children.” He was white and I am mixed race. Half white,
half black. Another time on the same route home a car drove by me
screaming the n-word at me and simply drove by and carried on with their
day as if it was some practical joke.
This is a reality I know I will face my entire life as someone who is part
black. I will always be seen as black or white and never both in the eyes of
power, for when you are in a place of employment they don’t see your
qualifications, your skills, your leadership.

They see your skin, and your skin determines everything you will be.

Imagine how it will feel knowing your child won’t grow up being based on their
ethnicity. Imagine how it will feel when everyone trusts the government and
police. Imagine how it will feel being able to say racism only exists in history
books. This isn’t impossible and should already be a reality. This can be
done if you open your ears, open your eyes, open your mouth because Black
Lives Matter.
Sienna, Year 10 Gamma

School Diversity Week
During the week of 22-26th June ARA took part in School Diversity Week.
During this week primary and secondary schools, as well as colleges across
the UK celebrated lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans equality in education.
Despite the challenge posed by COVID-19, ARA will still managed to take
part throughout the week! Teachers and our Heads of Year’s set home
learning tasks and in-school activities to support this.
In addition to these lessons, on Friday 26th June staff and students took part
in the Rainbow Clothes challenge. On this day students and staff working in
the Academy or at home wore rainbow colours to represent the Progress
Flag.
We hope you enjoy this short video we’ve put together of all the fabulous
photos we had sent in!

School Diversity Week - Reading
Recommendations
Alec Reed Academy’s English department put together a list of reading
recommendations chosen especially for School Diversity week, a mixture of
books touching on different topics regarding diversity to keep staff and
students inspired… take a look HERE

Black Lives Matter Movement
Equality and Inclusion at ARA
At Alec Reed Academy we are very proud of our diverse community and we
see this as our strength. We welcome pupils from a range of ethnic
backgrounds, some who are new to the country, others who have
intergenerational ties with the UK and more locally in Northolt. We strive to
ensure that every child feels valued and has the tools and opportunities to
achieve. We recognise that nationally this topic is high on the agenda and
rightly so. As a large school, welcoming many families from BAME
communities, we want to ensure that we are proactively anti-racist in our
stance.
Over the last few weeks we have met with staff and other schools from
Ealing to reflect on that individual commitment to all in the context of the
Black Lives Matter movement. This is because we recognise that Black
Lives Matters is not to say that only Black lives matter, but that all lives
matter. This is why inequality and racial injustice must be tackled in all its
forms. We have had and will continue open dialogues with all of our staff,
reviewing what we do and looking at ways that we can continue to improve
our offer to ensure that our curriculum and ethos is representative of our
community. We recognise the many positive things we already do with
regards to equality and inclusion, but want to work even more closely with all
voices in the school community.
On our return in September we would like to invite pupils and families to
engage in our discussion. We believe in open discussions to support our
approach. We have noticed some children discussing this issue and families
are asking how they can best support their children to understand. We have
placed a document titled 'A Parent's Guide to Black Lives Matter' on our
website to support you in discussions with your children. This can be found
HERE

Forest School
During the last few weeks of the Summer term, children enjoyed taking part
in Forest School and learning many different ways to use the resources
around them.
This week they learned how to use the fire steels to start fires. They
recapped what was needed for a fire and the children had a go at using the
fire steels to make sparks and some managed to get their sparks to light
their cotton!
Students discussed how far they had come over the last few weeks and
talked about their Forest School journey. Students chose either a hazel stick
(symbolising strength and resilience) or a willow stick (symbolising flexibility
and adaptability) to make a journey stick. They took time considering what to
add to their stick to reflect and represent their time at Forest School or over
the lockdown period. Everyone's stick was different and lots of the students
were confident enough to share why they had decorated their stick in a
certain way.
For the rest of the session, everyone chose different ways to explore the
environment. The good majority of the students wanted to come back to fire
lighting. They were taken through several challenges, finishing with lighting
charcloth and using this spark to set fire to natural tinder they had collected
from the site. They were taught how to find dead, dry material (even harder
on a rainy day!)
Others enjoyed using their knots and lashings to make picture frames,
attaching material to create a picture.
At the end of each session, we were all able to celebrate the achievements
through discussion and toasting some marshmallows on the fire!
To learn more about how your child can get involved with Forest School next
year, click HERE

At Home Theatre Challenges
As part of our collaboration with Mousetrap Theatre Projects, the Performing
Arts Department embarked on a series of "Home Theatre Challenges"
including routines from musicals, dances and puppet versions of
Shakespeare plays. In addition, in honour of the Mousetrap Foundation's
association with the famous Agatha Christie story, staff took part in a Zoom
"whodunit", "The Haversham Hall Incident". (The Evening Standard review
gave it 2/5, but Mrs. Lashmore-Bennet's costume got a solid 4!) Hopefully
the silliness caused a few smiles during the worst of the lockdown!

Alec Reed Academy - Performing Arts, Murder Mystery

Got a story or article for the Secondary Phase newsletter?
Email: communications@alecreedacademy.co.uk
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