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April 2024 News

April is Autism Acceptance Month

In honor of Autism Acceptance Month,
please enjoy Hannah Meets Her Hero

A Note From Parent to Parent...


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2KAfBThxpc

We have been blessed the past couple of months with some pretty incredible
volunteers. Our network is in constant motion with activities, events, trainings and
support meetings. There are 5 staff members, all part time employees, and having
extra help is essential in making programs work. Since January we have had
volunteers assisting with basketball, bowling, SOAR events, workshops, trainings,
calling parents, putting packets together, putting together posters for Down
Syndrome Awareness and Autism Awareness, and caregiving during our meetings.
We have room for any talent and ability in our network as a volunteer. If you are a
people person and like to be around a crowd, we can use you in SOAR, at an
outreach event, or any of our other events. If you are an introvert but want to help,
we can use you in our office, setting up for different programs or creating flyers and
posters. If you are out in our community and can deliver brochures and such, we can
use you. We appreciate any and all help you can give. It truly is a gift to our staff and
network. Please consider giving your time and talents to the Disability Network. It's
easy to sign up through our website under the volunteer tab and all hours are
counted toward community service hours for school, on resumes and college
practicum hours. And | think you will find in giving you will also receive experiences,
smiles, laughs and happiness.

Picture 1 is Lincoln High School Student Jade Piekos with her Down Syndrome
Awareness flyer

Picture 2 is of Holly Harrison, Intern from WWU at the Kids Playgroup

Angie and Ysabel, Your Parent to Parent Coordinators

Challenger Baseball (ages 5 - 21)

Register before midnight April 1 to
guarantee a shirt




Registration closes Friday, April 5.

Games take place April 12, 19, 26 and May 3, 10, 17

Registration is OPEN until April 5

Social Opportunities
and ll%creatiun

SOAR Events - For age 13 and over

April events open for registration:

Thursday, Apr 4 - Book & Comic Night
Thursday, Apr 11 - Start Now & Job Bingo
Thursday, Apr 18 - Karaoke Night



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/2024-challenger-baseball-payment.html
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/2024-challenger-baseball-payment.html
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/2024-challenger-baseball-payment.html

Thursday, Apr 25 - Start Now Fieldtrip & MOD Pizza

Visit the SOAR Events Page

Check your inbox for a reminder email with dates, times, and locations after
you register.

April Kids Playgroup

Tuesday, April 9 at 4:00 pm
MU

Join us at Wildwood Park. Let the kids burn off some energy on
the fenced-in playground while parents & caregivers relax and
enjoy the sun and friends. See you there!

RSVP for April Kids Playgroup

Ten Ton Coffee in Waitsburg

Saturday, April 13, 10am to noon


https://www.wwvdn.org/who-we-are/soar-social-opportunities-and-recreation.html
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/09/kids-playgroup-wildwood-park/478902
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We are here to help fill your cup!
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o Network
ADILITY WALK & RoLL

Saturday, April 20 at 1:00 pm

Join individuals with disabilities and those that love them as we
walk and roll at College Place High School. Help us celebrate our
friends & family with Autism in honor of Autism Acceptance Month

too!
Register for Ability Walk & Roll

Sunday, April 14 at 1:00 pm

Make a Poster for the Ability Walk & Roll.



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/20/ability-walk-roll-2024/474105

You can build your poster at the poster party or pick up your
poster board and take it home to create on your own. Posters
will be displayed on the Wall of Champions at the Ability Walk &

Roll on April 20.
RSVP for Poster Making

Papas y Mamas Especiales
martes 16 de abril, 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Reunidn de apoyo solo para personas que hablan espaniol.



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/14/poster-making-party-for-the-ability-walk-roll/474779
mailto:p2pespanol@wwvdn.org?subject=
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Caregiver and Parent Support Meeting

Hors d’oeuvres and Jeopardy

Bring your favorite snack and enjoy a fun and simple jeopardy game
Prizes to winning team

Wednesday April 17, 2024
Center for Children and Families
1150 W. Chestnut 5t.
i0:00 PM
RSVP at wwwdn.org
Call Angie if questions at 309-255-3727 or email at p2p@wwvdn.org
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Paperwork Drop In Hours

Thurs, Apr 25 from 11am to 1pm



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/17/parent-to-parent-p2p-senior-caregiver-support/478914
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/17/parent-to-parent-p2p-senior-caregiver-support/478914
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/17/parent-to-parent-p2p-senior-caregiver-support/478914
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Network

Drop-in Paperwork Hours

Do you have paperwork that you need assistance with filling out?

Do you have questions about a letter you received?

Do you have paperwork to shred?

Or do you just want a cup of coffee and a time to network?

Bring your lunch and drop in for o paperwork session with Ysabel & Angie

Thursday, April 25 from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM

In our office at

Center for Children and Families
1150 W. Chestnut 5t., Walla Walla, WA

RSVP at wwwdn.org

b )
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RSVP or Drop By

IEP & 504 Plans Workshop



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/25/paperwork-drop-in-hours/478918
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/25/paperwork-drop-in-hours/478918
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/25/paperwork-drop-in-hours/478918

Saturday, April 27

Learn more
abhout:

IEP's, 504 &
Conflict
Resolution and
One on One
Discussion

Parent to Parent
inflormm | Suppert | Conmect 1150 W. Chestnut

St. Walla Walla

IEP/S5S04 TRAINING WA

Saturday, April 27, 2024 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

AGENDA Informing

10:00 a.m. Welcome Families

Angie Witt, Parent to Parent Coordinater

10:15 am.
Sherry Mashbum-[EP/604 and the Law RSVP at

11:30 a.m. Lunch wwvdn.org

Sovgrs, Salad, volls and dessert
FREE Lunich

12:30 PM One on One IEP or 504 discussion with PARENT TO PARENT
Sherry Mashburn wmﬁ:aﬁxﬁfigﬁz
Fleass bring your IEF or 504 plans if wou want to disoass with Sherry in depth
12:30 PM Sni el

Informing Families Information

1:30 PM Post-Evaluation

2:00 p.m. Thank you for coming!

RSVP for IEP / 504 Plan Workshop



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/27/iep-504-plan-workshop/478925
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/27/iep-504-plan-workshop/478925
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/04/27/iep-504-plan-workshop/478925
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Summer Theater

DISABILITY
NETWORK

Walla Walla Summer Theater
presents

Disney's

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by Howard Ashman & Tim Rice
Book by Linda Woolverton

Directed by Brad Willcuts
Music Directed by Robb Harrison

August 9-17th | Cordiner Hall

Beauty and the Beast is a captivating tale of love

and acceptance that follows Belle, a young woman

with a passion for books, as she finds herself drawn

to an enchanted castle inhabited by a fearsome

m beast. Despite their initial differences, Belle

THE BROADWAY MUSICAL discovers 1Ee kind heart hidden beneath the Beast's

©Duney exterior, leading to an unexpected romance that

challenges societal norms. With the help of
charming enchanted objects and their unwavering
belief in true love, they embark on a transformative
journey that teaches them the power of inner
beauty and compassion.

Walla Walla Summer Theater, in partnership with Walla
Walla Valley Disability Network, is offering an accessible
showing Saturday, August 10 at 2:00 pm. Pre-register thru
wwvdn.org before June 1, 2024 and receive a promo code for
a 50% discount on your seats. SOAR participants please
register through the SOAR program.

Monthly Activities & Events

April

Papas y Mamas Especiales



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/08/10/pre-register-for-walla-walla-summer-theater-s-performance-of-disney-s-beauty-and-the-beast/473281
https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html/event/2024/08/10/pre-register-for-walla-walla-summer-theater-s-performance-of-disney-s-beauty-and-the-beast/473281

. Apr 16, Centro para ninos y familias - 5:30 pm

Parent to Parent Walla Walla
e Apr 17, P2P Caregiver Support - 6:00 pm

Parent to Parent Columbia County

e Apr 19, Dinner & Meeting - 6:00 pm

See Calendar of Events

Community News & Activities

Walla Walla Special Olympics
Track & Field Practice Starts April 6
Special

Olympics
Washington

More Information Here

Blue Zones Project
April Events

April events include: Heart Healthy Cooking Class, Volunteer with BMAC Food
Distribution.



https://www.wwvdn.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUOTU5MURWOUhNUFBKQVRaQTNTMk1BSVlaTi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUOTU5MURWOUhNUFBKQVRaQTNTMk1BSVlaTi4u
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066653525183

Details & Registration for Events

Informing Families

Visit IRS.gov/EITC to see if you qualify for this valuable tax credit.

Earned Income Tax
Credit: You May Qualify!

Informing Families
Today and Tomorrow

More Information Here

Dental Services Survey



https://wallawallavalley.bluezonesproject.com/events/
https://informingfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/EarnedTaxIncomeCredit_2023.pdf
https://informingfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/EarnedTaxIncomeCredit_2023.pdf
https://informingfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/EarnedTaxIncomeCredit_2023.pdf

Washington Stafe
Y Department of Social
7 & Health Services

Transforming lives

Developmental Dizabilities Administration

Developmental Disabilities Administration March 14, 2024

Bridging gaps in dental services for individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities

Flease help us identify the gaps and barriers to accessing dental services for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Click the link below to take a short survey.

April 4 at 10:00 am



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUOTU5MURWOUhNUFBKQVRaQTNTMk1BSVlaTi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUOTU5MURWOUhNUFBKQVRaQTNTMk1BSVlaTi4u

Webinar - Save the date!

Learn how the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act works
with the Social Security Administration (SSA)

Join experts from the S5A ABLE today, and ABLE state program leaders from the ABLE
Savings Plans Network (ASFN) for a special webinar.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 10 a.m.

The webinar will cover the following topics:

« Overview of ABLE accounts

« Social Security Disability Benefits

» Representative payees

« Reporting ABLE info to SSA

« Resources on 35A benefits and ABLE

» Income/assets tests and ABLE

This is a great opportunity for you to hear directly from ABLE programs and a
representative of the SSA to confirm details on the ABLE program. Speakers for the
webinar include Jolene Wyler (Utah's ABLE program), John Finch (Florida's ABLE
United), and policy specialists from the SSA.

In past years, this has been one of ABLE today's most-watched webinars, so don't miss
out on this unigue opportunity!

REGISTER

You can learn more on the ABLE today website.

If you have questions about ABLE today, you can email the Washington ABLE team.

Family ECHO: Autism



https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/38f64cc
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/38f64cc

@NATIONWIDE
*  CHILDREN'S @

When your child needs a hospizal, everything matters.

Project ECHO Family Series Offerings - 2024 Quarter 1

Family ECHO: Autism is a virtual learning program for families and caregivers,
regardless of geographic location, who are raising children with autism. The
sessions are designed to shift medical and behavioral information into the
hands of parents and caregivers so they can learn to better support and care
for their autistic children.

Nationwide Children’s Hospital offers Family ECHO: Autism groups covering a
range of topics. See what sessions are coming up during the first quarter of
2024.

April 10 - “Behavior Management Strategies
and Discussion: RUBI for Families”
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https://view.e.nationwidechildrens.org/?qs=c4ae66c27e6b4408d768a0adef04f264917d82421c1378df42344fd418cf4725e4719859d89a29ccefa711fb2375bd06fd38e01a4029c39b69704be530dcefac442638f4ad02b09a4ffb531f86540b31df900ba143f9df8c
https://view.e.nationwidechildrens.org/?qs=c4ae66c27e6b4408d768a0adef04f264917d82421c1378df42344fd418cf4725e4719859d89a29ccefa711fb2375bd06fd38e01a4029c39b69704be530dcefac442638f4ad02b09a4ffb531f86540b31df900ba143f9df8c
https://www.facebook.com/wallawallavalleydisabilitynetwork
https://www.facebook.com/wallawallavalleydisabilitynetwork
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVamciaLkEcfnxPFhtKgyyg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVamciaLkEcfnxPFhtKgyyg/videos
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1872922/1886626.557091234/
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1872922/1886626/?v=a

