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Your partnership and support of our programs,

activities, and the families we serve—those who have

a loved one with an intellectual or developmental

disability—mean the world to us.

Donate to

Support WWVDN

Programs

P2P Family Story: Hammar

"Hi, my name is Kristie Hammar. I am the very lucky mother to my son,

Johan, who has Down Syndrome. He and I along with his father and

younger brother moved to Walla Walla from Tucson, AZ in June 2025. He

also has two older brothers and an older sister who live outside of WA.

Sixteen years ago, when I was pregnant, we found out that there was a

possibility of Johan having Down Syndrome." Read More
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Spotlight: P2P Internet Safety Workshop

 

"We recently had the opportunity to partner with the Walla Walla Police

Department for an Internet Safety Workshop, and it was both engaging and

incredibly informative. The presentation was interactive and practical,

covering online risks, social media safety, gaming chat features, online

predators, scams, and warning signs to watch for." Read More

Note From Parent to Parent

March brings a sense of fresh beginnings. The days are getting longer, and

even when things still feel a little heavy, there’s a sense that something new

is beginning. 

Parenting children with developmental disabilities has taught me that

growth doesn't always happen loudly. Sometimes it's in the small wins, a

new skill, a successful appointment, a moment of connection with another

parent who truly understands.

A heartfelt thank you to the officers from the Walla Walla Police Department

who presented at our recent Internet Safety Workshop. We appreciate the

time they took to share practical information and answer questions that

matter so much to our families. Conversations like these help us feel more

confident navigating the online world.

We’re excited to continue gathering at Connect and Play, where kids can

connect in a welcoming space and parents can build relationships and

share resources. We’re also looking forward to the Annual Easter Potluck,

March 28, 11am-1pm. Come join us! We can’t wait to celebrate the Easter

holiday together.   Subscribe to our email list.
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As we move into spring, I encourage you to reach out if you need support,

say yes to connection when you can, and remember you are not alone in

this journey. 

Warm Wishes,

Geneva

WWVDN Events

P2P Easter Potluck & Egg Hunt

 

Saturday, March 28 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Subscribe to our email list.
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More Info Here

WWVDN MARCH EVENTS OVERVIEW
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For more information on all of these events and to RSVP, please visit the Calendar

of Events (button below)

Calendar of Events

Register for Challenger Baseball
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Registration Deadline: March 17

 

Games on Fridays, April 17 & 24 and May 1, 8, 15 & 22 at 5:30 pm

Challenger Baseball gives children and youth with disabilities the  chance to

play baseball in a fun, supportive, and inclusive environment.

Players build confidence, make friends, and enjoy the excitement of team

sports, while families and the community come together to cheer them on!

Parents/Caregivers must remain present.

More Info Here

Volunteers Make a Difference

Subscribe to our email list.
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Opportunities Available:

Fridays, April 17, 24 and May 1, 8, 15 & 22 - Challenger Baseball: Buddy

More Info Here

Message From WWVDN Executive Director

Dear WWVDN families and supporters,

I want to share that I will be stepping back from my role as Executive

Director at WWVDN. This decision comes from a reality that many, if not

most, families of adults with intellectual or developmental disabilities

eventually must confront. My daughter is no longer in school, is not

employed, cannot safely remain home alone for extended periods of time,

and is not prepared for when responsibility for her care and well-being will

shift to siblings or paid caregivers when she outlives her parents.

I have been asking myself what choices I can make now to best prepare

her for the future. While I could continue serving as Executive Director, I

cannot give this role the time and focus it requires and deserves. Therefore,

I am choosing to focus my attention, time, energy, and skills on teaching
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and strengthening the life skills my daughter will need for greater

independence and long-term stability.

I am grateful to have worked at WWVDN since 2018 and proud of the

growth and impacts we have achieved together. I plan to continue working

in a much smaller capacity at WWVDN, using my skills and abilities as long

as they are helpful. 

Shamra

Position opens March 1 for applications

Executive Director Job Description & Application Process

Community Bulletin

The History and Visioning Project honors the Washington State

Developmental Disabilities Council’s 50-year journey of advancing disability

rights and inclusion across Washington. Established in 1976, the Council

has worked alongside self-advocates, families, and community partners to

create lasting systems change. This project looks back at that history while

charting the Council’s future—documenting milestones, collecting personal

stories, and identifying themes that will guide priorities for the years ahead.

Through outreach to past and present Council members and the broader

disability community, the project preserves a shared history and

strengthens the foundation for a more equitable and inclusive Washington.

Subscribe to our email list.
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More Info Here
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More Info Here

LAST CHANCE: Chief for a Day
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Enter a Nomination
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Community First Choice Video Playlist
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