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Welcome back

Hello Lakers and welcome to the Fall 2023 semester,

As you chart your courses for the upcoming semester I would like to offer my support

through the resources found on the gvsu.edu/community webpages.

I would also extend an invitation to anyone who would like to talk individually or

collectively as a department or unit about any and all community engagement ventures,

ideas or plans.

Resources like The Laker Effect Map and the Community Service Directory provide a

chance to learn more about who engages and how we serve our community. The

Community Based Learning Course designation offers an opportunity to officially

designate class(es) as CBL. The CBL designation allows students to recognize these

unique opportunities as they are registering for classes while having the experience noted

on their official transcripts upon successful course completion.

I hope all of you are off to a great start to the Fall semester, please see the amazing

opportunities below to learn and engage with.

Cheers!

Travus Burton

Director for Civic Learning and Community Engagement
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Registration is open for ESC 2023!

Presentations authored by scholars and professionals from more than 130 colleges,

universities, and organizations will be offered at the 2023 Engagement Scholarship

Consortium Conference October 4-5 in East Lansing, Michigan.  This year's theme is

“Mobilizing Change through Engaged Scholarship.” The conference will provide a platform

for intentional conversations about how engaged scholarship can lead to significant,

positive impacts in the community and the academy.

We are delighted to announce that GVSU will be hosting a table to showcase the artifacts

of our engagement work. We extend an invitation to anyone interested in joining us to be a

part of this display. To express your interest please contact Travus Burton, Director for

Civic Learning and Community Engagement, at burtora@gvsu.edu  or  Kris Pachla,

Director, CLAS Center for Experiential Learning at pachlkri@gvsu.edu.

As a member instituion of the ESC, GVSU faculty and staff are eligible for the special

member rate. We encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Standard registration deadline: September. 18

Learn More and Register
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20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION + KICKOFF

EVENT

Join forces with hundreds of volunteers to clean up the Grand River. WMEAC will provide

gloves, trash bags, and enthusiasm to keep our shared waters clean and enjoyable for all.

This event is FREE and is open to all ages, abilities and identities. The program starts at

8:30am with a light breakfast, spend a few hours cleaning up litter and regroup to

celebrate with a complimentary lunch. Non-alcoholic refreshments will be available to all

volunteers who participate and a variety of local brews will be available for those over the

age of 21.

When: Saturday 9, 2023 (8:30 AM - 2 PM)

Where: 6th Street Park, Grand Rapids (647 Monroe Ave NW)
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